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• to have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services
to or in support of, any person whose
property and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to the order; or

• to be owned or controlled by, or to have
acted or purported to act for or on behalf
of, directly or indirectly, any person
whose property and interests in property
are blocked pursuant to the order.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the Trea-
sury the authority, in consultation with the At-
torney General and the Secretary of State, to
take such actions, including the promulgation of
rules and regulations, and to employ all powers
granted to the President by IEEPA as may be
necessary to carry out the purposes of the order.

The order is effective at 12:01 a.m. eastern
daylight time on July 25, 2011. All executive
agencies of the United States Government are
directed to take all appropriate measures with-
in their authority to carry out the provisions of
the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 24, 2011.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 25. The Ex-
ecutive order is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Remarks to the National Council of La Raza
July 25, 2011

The President. Thank you so much. What an
extraordinary crowd. Thank you. Please have a
seat.

It is good to be back with NCLR. It is good
to see all of you. Right off the bat, I should
thank you because I have poached quite a few
of your alumni to work in my administration.
[Laughter] They’re all doing outstanding work.
Raul Yzaguirre, my Ambassador to the Domin-
ican Republic; Latinos serving at every level of
my administration. We’ve got young people
right out of college in the White House. We’ve
got the first Latina Cabinet Secretary in histo-
ry, Hilda Solis. So we couldn’t be prouder of
the work that so many folks who’ve been en-
gaged with La Raza before, the handiwork that
they’re doing with our administration. And as
Janet mentioned, obviously, we’re extraordi-
narily proud of someone who is doing out-
standing work on the Supreme Court, Sonia
Sotomayor.

Now, recently, 100 Latino officials from
across the Government met with Latino lead-
ers from across the country at the White
House. I know some of you were there. And I
think all who attended would agree that we

weren’t just paying lip service to the communi-
ty. Our work together, not just that day but ev-
ery day, has been more than just talk.

What I told the gathering at the White
House was we need your voice. Your country
needs you. Our American family will only be as
strong as our growing Latino community. And
so we’re going to take these conversations on
the road and keep working with you, because
for more than four decades, NCLR has fought
for opportunities for Latinos from city centers
to farm fields. And that fight for opportunity—
the opportunity to get a decent education, the
opportunity to find a good job, the opportunity
to make of our lives what we will—has never
been more important than it is today.

And we’re still climbing out of a vicious re-
cession, and that recession hit Latino families
especially hard. I don’t need to tell you Latino
unemployment is painfully high. And there’s
no doubt that this economy has not recovered
as fast as it needs to. The truth is, it’s going to
take more time. And a lot of the problems we
face right now, like slow job growth and stag-
nant wages, these were problems that were
there even before the recession hit. 
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These challenges weren’t caused overnight;
they’re not going to be solved overnight. But
that only makes our work more urgent, to get
this economy going and make sure that oppor-
tunity is spreading, to make sure that everyone
who wants a job can find one; and to make sure
that paychecks can actually cover the bills; to
make sure that families don’t have to choose
between buying groceries or buying medicine,
that they don’t have to choose between send-
ing their kids to college or being able to retire.

My number-one priority, every single day, is
to figure out how we can get businesses to hire
and create jobs with decent wages. And in the
short term, there are some things we can do
right away. I want to extend tax relief that we
already put in place for middle class families to
make sure that folks have more money in their
paychecks. And I want to cut redtape that
keeps entrepreneurs from turning new ideas
into thriving businesses. I want to sign trade
deals so our businesses can sell more goods
made in America to the rest of the world, espe-
cially to the Americas.

And the hundreds of thousands of construc-
tion workers—many of them Latino—who lost
their jobs when the housing bubble burst, I
want to put them back to work rebuilding our
roads and our bridges and new schools and air-
ports all across the country. There is work to be
done. These workers are ready to do it.

So bipartisan proposals for all of these jobs
measures would already be law if Congress
would just send them to my desk, and I’d ap-
preciate if you all would help me convince
them to do it. We need to get it done. [Ap-
plause] We need to get it done.

Now, obviously, the other debate in Wash-
ington that we’re having is one that’s going to
have a direct impact on every American. Every
day, NCLR and your affiliates hear from fami-
lies figuring out how to stretch every dollar a
little bit further, what sacrifices they’ve got to
make, how they’re going to budget only what’s
truly important. So they should expect the
same thing from Washington. Neither party is
blameless for the decisions that led to our
debt, but both parties have a responsibility to
come together and solve the problem and

make sure that the American people aren’t
hurt on this issue.

Because—I just want to talk about this for a
second, because it has a potential impact on
everybody here and all the communities you
serve—if we don’t address the debt that’s al-
ready on our national credit card, it will leave
us unable to invest in things like education, to
protect vital programs.

So I’ve already said I’m willing to cut spend-
ing that we don’t need by historic amounts to
reduce our long-term deficit and make sure
that we can invest in our children’s future. I’m
willing to take on the rising costs of health care
programs like Medicare and Medicaid to make
sure they’re strong and secure for future gen-
erations.

But we can’t just close our deficits by cutting
spending. That’s the truth, and Americans un-
derstand that. Because if all we all do is cut,
then seniors will have to pay a lot more for
their health care, and students will have to pay
a lot more for college, and workers who get
laid off might not have any temporary assis-
tance or job training to get them back on their
feet. And with gas prices this high, we’d have
to stop much of the clean energy research that
will help us free ourselves from dependence on
foreign oil.

Not only is it not fair if all of this is done on
the backs of middle class families and poor
families, it doesn’t make sense. It may sound
good to save a lot of money over the next 5
years, but not if we sacrifice our future for the
next 50.

And that’s why people from both parties
have said that the best way to take on our defi-
cit is with a balanced approach, one where the
wealthiest Americans and big corporations pay
their fair share too. Before we stop funding en-
ergy research, we should ask oil companies and
corporate jet owners to give up special tax
breaks that other folks don’t get. Before we ask
college students to pay more to go to college,
we should ask hedge fund managers to stop
paying taxes that are lower in their—in terms
of rates than their secretaries. Before we ask
seniors to pay more for Medicare, we should
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ask people like me to give up tax breaks that we
don’t need and weren’t even asking for.

So, NCLR, that’s at the heart of this debate.
Are we a nation that asks only the middle class
and the poor to bear the burden? After they’ve
seen their jobs disappear and their incomes de-
cline over a decade? Are we a people who
break the promises we’ve made to seniors or
the disabled and leave them to fend for them-
selves?

That’s not who we are. We are better than
that. We’re a people who look out for one an-
other. We’re a people who believe in shared
sacrifice, because we know that we rise or fall
as one Nation. We’re a people who will do
whatever it takes to make sure our children
have the same chances and the same opportu-
nities that our parents gave us—not just the
same chances, better chances, than our parents
gave us. That’s the American way.

And that’s what NCLR is all about. That’s
what the Latino community is all about. When
I spoke to you as a candidate for this office, I
said you and I share a belief that opportunity
and prosperity aren’t just words to be said, they
are promises to be kept. Back then, we didn’t
know the depths of the challenges that were
going to lie ahead. But thanks to you, we are
keeping our promises.

We’re keeping our promise to make sure
that America remains a place where opportuni-
ty is open to all who work for it. We’ve cut tax-
es for middle class workers and small business-
es and low-income families. We won credit
card reform and financial reform and protec-
tions for consumers and folks who use payday
lenders or send remittances home from being
exploited and being ripped off.

We worked to secure health care for 4 mil-
lion children, including the children of legal
immigrants. And we are implementing health
reform for all who’ve been abused by insur-
ance companies and all who fear about going
broke if they get sick. And these were huge vic-
tories for the Latino community that suffers
from lack of health insurance more than any
other group.

We’re keeping our promise to give our
young people every opportunity to succeed.

NCLR has always organized its work around
the principle that the single most important
investment we can make is in our children’s
education and that if we let our Latino stu-
dents fall behind, we will all fall behind. I be-
lieve that.

So we’ve tied giving more money to reform.
And we’re working with States to improve
teacher recruitment and retraining and reten-
tion. We’re making sure English language
learners are a priority for educators across the
country. We’re holding schools with high drop-
out rates accountable so they start delivering
for our kids. We’re emphasizing math and sci-
ence and investing in community colleges so
that all of our workers get the skills that today’s
companies want. And we’ve won new college
grants for more than 100,000 Latino students.
And as long as I am President, this country will
always invest in its young people.

These are victories for NCLR; they are vic-
tories for America. And we did it with your
help. We’re keeping our promises. 

Of course, that doesn’t mean we don’t have
unfinished business. I promised you I would
work tirelessly to fix our broken immigration
system and make the “DREAM Act” a reality.
And 2 months ago, I went down to the border
of El Paso to reiterate—[applause]. El Paso is
in the house—[laughter]—to reiterate my vi-
sion for an immigration system that holds true
to our values and our heritage and meets our
economic and security needs. And I argued
this wasn’t just the moral thing to do, it was an
economic imperative.

In recent years, one in four high-tech start-
ups in America—companies like Google and
Intel—were founded on immigrants. One in
six new small-business owners are immigrants.
These are job creators who came here to seek
opportunity and now seek to share opportuni-
ty.

This country has always been made stronger
by our immigrants. That’s what makes America
special. We attract talented, dynamic, optimis-
tic people who are continually refreshing our
economy and our spirit. And you can see that
in urban areas all across the country where
communities that may have been hollowed out
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when manufacturing left or were having prob-
lems because of an aging population, suddenly,
you see an influx of immigration, and you see
streets that were full of boarded-up buildings,
suddenly, they’re vibrant with life once again.
And it’s immigrant populations who are pro-
viding that energy and that drive.

We have a system right now that allows the
best and the brightest to come study in Ameri-
ca and then tells them to leave, set up the next
great company someplace else. We have a sys-
tem that tolerates immigrants and businesses
that breaks the rules and punishes those that
follow the rules. We have a system that sepa-
rates families, and punishes innocent young
people for their parents’ actions by denying
them the chance to earn an education or con-
tribute to our economy or serve in our military.
These are the laws on the books.

Now, I swore an oath to uphold the laws on
the books, but that doesn’t mean I don’t know
very well the real pain and heartbreak that de-
portations cause. I share your concerns, and I
understand them. And I promise you, we are
responding to your concerns and working ev-
ery day to make sure we are enforcing flawed
laws in the most humane and best possible
way.

Now, I know some people want me to by-
pass Congress and change the laws on my own.
Believe me—[applause]—and believe me,
right now dealing with Congress, the idea——

Audience members. Yes, you can! Yes, you
can! Yes, you can!

The President. But believe me, the idea of
doing things on my own is very tempting.
[Laughter] I promise you. Not just on immi-
gration reform. [Laughter] But that’s not how
our system works.

Audience member. Change it!
The President. That’s not how our democra-

cy functions. That’s not how our Constitution is
written.

So let’s be honest. I need a dance partner
here, and the floor is empty. [Laughter]

Five years ago, 23 Republican Senators sup-
ported comprehensive immigration reform be-
cause they knew it was the right thing to do for
the economy and it was the right thing to do

for America. Today, they’ve walked away. Re-
publicans helped write the “DREAM Act” be-
cause they knew it was the right thing to do for
the country. Today, they’ve walked away. Last
year, we passed the “DREAM Act” through
the House only to see it blocked by Senate Re-
publicans. It was heartbreaking to get so close
and see politics get in the way, particularly be-
cause some of the folks who walked away had
previously been sponsors of this. 

Now, all that has to change. And part of the
problem is, is that the political winds have
changed. That’s left States to come up with
patchwork versions of reform that don’t solve
the problem. You and I know that’s not the
right way to go. We can’t have 50 immigration
laws across the country.

So yes, feel free to keep the heat on me and
keep the heat on Democrats. But here’s the
only thing you should know. The Democrats
and your President are with you—[applause]—
are with you. Don’t get confused about that.
Remember who it is that we need to move in
order to actually change the laws.

Now, usually, as soon as I come out in favor
of something, about half of Congress is imme-
diately against it even if it was originally their
idea. [Laughter] You notice how that works?
[Laughter] So I need you to keep building a
movement for change outside of Washington,
one they can’t stop, one that’s greater than this
community.

We need a movement that bridges party
lines, that unites business and labor and faith
communities and law enforcement communi-
ties and all who know that America cannot con-
tinue operating with a broken immigration sys-
tem. And I will be there every step of the way.
I will keep up this fight, because Washington is
way behind where the rest of the country
knows we need to go.

And I know that can be frustrating. This is a
city where compromise is becoming a dirty
word, where there’s more political upside in
doing what’s easier for reelection, what’s easier
for an attack ad, than what’s best for the coun-
try. But, NCLR, I want you to know, when you
feel frustration or you’re feeling cynical, and
when you hear people say we can’t solve our
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problems or we can’t bring about the change
that we’ve fought so hard for, I do want you to
remember everything that we’ve already ac-
complished together just in 2½   years. And I
want you to remember why we do this in the
first place.

Recently, I heard the story of a partici-
pant at this gathering that we had at the
White House that I was telling you about at
the top of my speech. So this participant’s
name was Marie Lopez Rogers. And Marie
was born to migrant farm workers in Avon-
dale, Arizona. As a young girl, she and her
brother would help their parents in the cot-
ton fields. And I’m assuming the tempera-
tures were sort of like they’ve been the last
couple days here in DC. And it was in those
cotton fields that Marie’s father would tell
her, “If you don’t want to be working in this
heat, you better stay in school.” And so
that’s what Marie did.

And because of that, because of the tireless,
back-breaking work of her parents, because of
their willingness to struggle and sacrifice so
that one day their children wouldn’t have to,
Marie became the first in her family to go to
college. And interestingly, she now works at
the very site where she used to pick cotton, ex-
cept now city hall sits there, and Marie is the
town’s mayor.

So that’s the promise of America. That is
why we love this country so much. That is why

all of us are here. That’s why I am here. Some
of us had parents or grandparents who said,
maybe I can’t go to college, but someday my
child will go to college. Maybe I can’t start my
own business, but I promise you someday my
child will start his or her own business. I may
have to rent today, but someday my child will
have a home of her own. My back may be
tired, my hands may be cut, I may be working a
field, but someday, someday my daughter will
be mayor or Secretary of Labor or a Supreme
Court Justice.

Hermanos y hermanas, that promise is in
our hands. It’s up to us to continue that story.
It’s up to us to hand it down to all of our chil-
dren: Latino, Black, White, Asian, Native
American, gay, straight, disabled, not disabled.
We’re one family, and we need each other.
And if we remember that and continue to
focus on that, if we come together and work to-
gether as one people and summon the best in
each other, I’m confident that promise will en-
dure.

Thank you very much. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. at the
Washington Marriott Wardman Park hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to Janet Murguia,
president and chief executive officer, National
Council of La Raza; and Oralia Lopez, mother
of Mayor Marie Lopez Rogers of Avondale, AZ.

Remarks Honoring the 2010 World Series Champion San Francisco Giants
July 25, 2011

The President. Well, hello, everybody. Have
a seat, have a seat. This is a party. Welcome to
the White House, and congratulations to the
Giants on winning your first World Series title
in 56 years. Give that a big round.

I want to start by recognizing some very
proud Giants fans in the house. We’ve got
Mayor Ed Lee; Lieutenant Governor Gavin
Newsom. We have quite a few Members of
Congress—I am going to announce one; the
Democratic Leader in the House, Nancy Pelo-
si is here. We’ve got Senator Dianne Feinstein
who is here. And our newest Secretary of De-

fense and a big Giants fan, Leon Panetta is in
the house.

I also want to congratulate Bill Neukom and
Larry Baer for building such an extraordinary
franchise.

I want to welcome obviously our very special
guest, the “Say Hey Kid,” Mr. Willie Mays is in
the house. Now, 2 years ago, I invited Willie to
ride with me on Air Force One on the way to
the All-Star Game in St. Louis. It was an ex-
traordinary trip. Very rarely when I’m on Air
Force One am I the second most important
guy on there. [Laughter] Everybody was just
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